Rules for naming compounds

In this activity, you will work out the two main rules for naming chemical compounds. 

· Work in groups of up to four, only one sheet is needed per group. 

· Each person should be allowed to contribute. 

· Each person should try to contribute.

Reminder – what is a compound? 

Complete this table. The first one has been done as an example. Use your periodic table to help.

Formula
Name of compound
Element 1
Element 2

NaCl
Sodium chloride
sodium
chlorine

MgO
Magnesium oxide



Ag2N
Silver nitride



Al2O3
Aluminium oxide



ZnBr2
Zinc bromide



CaH2
Calcium hydride



So what is rule one – for naming compounds with only two elements present? Hint - Look at what comes first and what happens to the name of the other chemical.

Now do the same (i.e. draw your own table and work out the rule) for these compounds containing three elements. What element do they have in common? What does this do to the name? In what order are the elements written? What happens to the name of each element? Do the numbers and brackets seem to affect the name?

Zn(NO3)2 – zinc nitrate.


CuSO4 – copper sulphate

Al2(CO3)3 – magnesium carbonate
AgNO3 – silver nitrate

FeSO4 – iron carbonate


NaCLO – sodium chlorate
















